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clently appoal to the p.triotism of the country to arouse itself uno 
put forth eyery exertion to defeat t11o.t plot, and 80. "C the ruioo. 

~rr. Chairman, the present unhappy condition of the country 
is but the result of the progrnmme IBid down hy the disunion
ists nt Clul.I'icstoll, in the Nntional COllvention hoM there last 
spring. "These dclcgo.trs went to Charleston to prevCllt a 110m· 
inatioll, :111d to dis~oh'c the ('"'nion." I am u!'ing the preci.iie 
waras of the Executiyc of our StatC', COl1cciring: thnl ~ome 
bettcr l' se for disunion than Rny which hacl yet nri:-ocn must 
be made before they could hope to arouse the pn~sions of the 
Southern people and bind them to their policy, they sat to wO!'k 
to bring that excuso into existence, They hnil. before thi~, de
clared tbnt the election of any Republican to the Pre.iclcnoy 
would furnish 3. sufficient cnuse for n dissolution of the rnion. 
'l'h" C(lll!"~nath'e ma~cg, who act from the dictates of common 
~CI\SC aud ullly take positions upon questions when they arbe. 
not having said very much in opposition to this proposition (Jf 
the uisunionists, thoy supposeu that they had succeeded in fix
ing this line of policy firmly upon the public mind of the South, 

"Ond that if they could bring about the election of a Black Re
publican, their che1"i~hed object-a dissolution of the l"nion
coull} be effected. Full of these ideas, cc they went to Charle:)
ton to prevent a nomination, nnd to' dissolve the rnion." About 
that tillle, Ilis Excellency, Governor Ellis, mnde a. pretliction: 
lIe told us there would be differences in the Con rent ion at 
Charleston: hut there would be no disruption of thc party. 
And he announced what he considered an estnblished fnct, that 
although the members of the party whose Convention it WtH.:. 
might din'er, they ne,'er di"ided. I take it that IIis Excellency 
knew that party well-its feelings, its instincts, the moring 
springs of its organization and existence, and jf there hnd been 
no other clements of disruption at Charleston than honest dif
ferences of opinion, his prediction would have been ycrified. 
Witb tbc proud history which that party had, with the memory 
of so many common triumphs, and with such fair hopes of the 
future, had there not existed something else which His Excel
lency, at the time he made his prediction, was unconscious of, 
some ground of adjustment would h.ve bCCD found . IIad thero 
been no dark plot behind the curtain; had not William L. Yan-


